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coring sucess before you hit triple decades is
so five minutes ago thanks to Paris, Nicole and
anyone from “Laguna Beach."
But staying power is another story.
Think it sounds like something someone,
| somewhere — anywhere but here — could do?
To that, we say, “Hello?!" Ever heard of
Christina Aguilera? The 26-year-old four-time
Grammy winner spent her first years in Grasmere. You
probably knew that. Maybe you even remember that
l David Johansen, frontman of the seminal '70s glam-rock
band the New York Dolls, and '60s folk legend Joan Baez
were born on Staten Island and made it big before 30.

But did you know a 26-year-old Stapleton singer/song-
writer's new track just aired on ABC's megahit “Grey’s
Anatomy”? Or that the Chicago Bears can thank Tomp-
kinsville for a 29-year-old who's proven himself one of the
top defensive ends in the business? Or that a 23-year-old
from St. George is now a globe-trotting Victoria's Secret
supermodel?

To give props where props are due, and to inspire the
under 30s out there pondering their futures as 2007 draws
near, we've compiled a list of 30 promising musicians, ac-
tors, athletes and assorted artists with Island roots who
are entertaining the public at large,

Some of them have legit hooks out there. Others are still
dreaming, but determined. All of them are under 30.

And they're living proof that there’s more to our current

* pop culture crop than the enduring laughingstock that is
“MTV's “I'm a Staten Island Girl” >>

You might not recognize
them yet — but these
Sk poR culture purveyors

are worth keeping an eye on -
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Vinnie Potestivo, 29, Tottenville

Aller stints ot PES and the Sundince Chasewd,
thes hoad of talent development at NITY Net
works has a mair hand in shaping Ue wary A of
Amenica sees Staten and. So b he's really re-
inlorced some nogative stesectypes. But we're
not holdng 3 grudge — we're pst hoping
this Wagner College grad uses his powers
for good in e future. When he's not b
g reality show contestants and Vs ot
MIV (which tacked up $25.6 mdlon

n reverwe kst yoeor alonel. Potestvo
s & aghly regarded comudtat n
e 1V development industry

Sean Quinn, 25, New Dorp
Quirn leads the bne ot Cradwicks in Bay
Ridge, Snce grackuating from New England
Cubnary rstitute fve years a0 he's com
pleted kiches tours in Mashutlans corpo-
rate calering scene, ot Vida Restasaet
Stapleton, Rchrnond County Courtry O
ad ever-so-brefly at hort dved Grotts
Steakhouse, formurly of Geant City, Quarn's
crede: Senple Savor

ents stand well oo thee
heavy sauces have

says, N

you mad 1o Lasde

moke qualty ngredk
wi He opews that

0 place on 2 plate and

you're gong
the

1O el & pece & meal

meal.”

Yes, angels really do stndt among us. Tyra
Banks horsed passed the toech — and her
Victoria's Secret Angel wings — 1o Ehanks
on a episode of Be “Tyra Barks Show™
aout 3 yer 290, Discovered by soouts o
age 17 while on 2 trip 1o Great Advestire in
Jackson, KL, e SHoot S-ch Ebanks owes
her exotic beauty t 2 combwaton of Cay-
manian, Jarnaican, irish, Inckan and Afvican
ancestry. Today, the jpt-setting Curtis Mgh
School grad muietar homes in Marhatlan,
New Jersey, Geongus and Florida

Selita Ebanks, 23, St. George

Emily Gear, 28, West Brighton
Gear weas st 24 when she grabbed the reen
of the Garbaidh-Meuco Museum, the Ralan o
ture tremsare chest i Rosebark. The museun
had only one employee (hersell) and one per
mraneet odbit. Four yoors Liter. the excuive
drectavturaton has ncreased he rstibution’s
budget by 7O percent, Beinging it op 10
$200,000, adding festvals, mose school peo-
granrn and moee bnguage chinses,. She made
that happen by gettng the museum its own
SOUC)3 federal Lax exormplion statun, “N soundh
borng, Bt means 2 lot 10 an oeganization.”
e ways. N medes cur pahways 1o ndeg e
much beoader™ Alo an accomplished painter
Gear brought home 2 medl from the Florence
Beeriele of Intemational Art In 2005,

Elijah Bullock, 24, West Brighton
You mary hawe caught hes recent act on NTYS
Wik N Out” or his appoarances on “BET Comic
View”™ and MBO's "Def Comedy Jam.” Twice 2
eaorih b co-honts — with codourvder P Justce
= the “Grown Folk Comedy™ series on e blard
“Things you oet n Marhutlan, we'e tryirg 1o
bring to Staten Island for a cheaper price” says
Bullock. who works e croat o Coasolen's, Sand

Up New York and the Laugh Factory. “Grow
Grops O the Lal Saturday of the month o e
Cup In Stapieton and oo the frst Saturday of the

2ot ot Dormarich’s Paries K i Dongun Hilly
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